A SIMPLE SUNDAY LECTIONARY

CYCLES A&B

Sabbath Life, Scripture Readings
(First and Second with Emphasis on the Gospel)

Year 1 A/B

[Brackets indicate the longer form]

FALL: CYCLE A
The 21st Sunday of Ordinary Time
FIRST READING (Is 22:19-23) SECOND READING (Rom 11:33-36) GOSPEL (Mt 16:13-20)
JESUS went into the region of Caesarea Philippi and he asked his disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of
Man is?" They replied, "Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." He
said to them, "Who do you say that I am?" Simon Peter said in reply, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God." Jesus said to him in reply, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah. For flesh and blood has not revealed this to
you, but my heavenly Father. And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the
gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever
you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." Then he
strictly ordered his disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.

The 22nd Sunday of Ordinary Time
FIRST READING (Jer 20:7-9) SECOND READING (Rom 12:1-2) GOSPEL (Mt 16:21-27)
JESUS began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer greatly from the elders, the chief priests,
and the scribes, and be killed and on the third day be raised. Then Peter took Jesus aside and began to rebuke him,
"God forbid, Lord! No such thing shall ever happen to you." He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan!
You are an obstacle to me. You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do." Then Jesus said to his
disciples, "Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. For whoever
wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. What profit would there be for
one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life? Or what can one give in exchange for his life? For the Son of Man
will come with his angels in his Father's glory, and then he will repay all according to his conduct."

The 23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time
FIRST READING (Ez 33:7-9) SECOND READING (Rom 13:8-10) GOSPEL (Mt 18:15-20)
JESUS said to his disciples: “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If
he listens to you, you have won over your brother. If he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, so
that ‘every fact may be established on the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ If he refuses to listen to them, tell
the church. If he refuses to listen even to the church, then treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax collector.
Amen, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall
be loosed in heaven. Again, amen, I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything for which they are to
pray, it shall be granted to them by my heavenly Father. For where two or three are gathered together in my
name, there am I in the midst of them.”

The 24th Sunday of Ordinary Time
FIRST READING (Sir 27:30-28:9) SECOND READING (Rom 14:7-9) GOSPEL (Mt 18:21-35)
PETER approached Jesus and asked him, "Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often must I forgive? As many as
seven times?" Jesus answered, "I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times. That is why the kingdom of
heaven may be likened to a king who decided to settle accounts with his servants. When he began the accounting,
a debtor was brought before him who owed him a huge amount. Since he had no way of paying it back, his master
ordered him to be sold, along with his wife, his children, and all his property, in payment of the debt. At that, the
servant fell down, did him homage, and said, 'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back in full.' Moved with
compassion the master of that servant let him go and forgave him the loan. When that servant had left, he found
one of his fellow servants who owed him a much smaller amount. He seized one of his fellow servants and started
to choke him, demanding, 'Pay back what you owe.' Falling to his knees, his fellow servant begged him, 'Be patient
with me, and I will pay you back.' But he refused. Instead, he had the fellow servant put in prison until he paid back
the debt. Now when his fellow servants saw what had happened, they were deeply disturbed, and went to their
master and reported the whole affair. His master summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked servant! I forgave
you your entire debt because you begged me to. Should you not have had pity on your fellow servant, as I had pity
on you?' Then in anger his master handed him over to the torturers until he should pay back the whole debt. So
will my heavenly Father do to you, unless each of you forgives your brother from your heart."

The 25th Sunday of Ordinary Time
FIRST READING (Is 55:6-9) SECOND READING (Phil 1:20c-24, 27a) GOSPEL (Mt 20:1-16a)
JESUS told his disciples this parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out at dawn to hire
laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with them for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. Going
out about nine o'clock, the landowner saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and he said to them, 'You too
go into my vineyard, and I will give you what is just.' So they went off. And he went out again around noon, and
around three o'clock, and did likewise. Going out about five o'clock, the landowner found others standing around,
and said to them, 'Why do you stand here idle all day?' They answered, 'Because no one has hired us.' He said to
them, 'You too go into my vineyard.' When it was evening the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 'Summon
the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and ending with the first.' When those who had
started about five o'clock came, each received the usual daily wage. So when the first came, they thought that they
would receive more, but each of them also got the usual wage. And on receiving it they grumbled against the
landowner, saying, 'These last ones worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us, who bore the
day's burden and the heat.' He said to one of them in reply, 'My friend, I am not cheating you. Did you not agree
with me for the usual daily wage? Take what is yours and go. What if I wish to give this last one the same as you?
Or am I not free to do as I wish with my own money? Are you envious because I am generous?' Thus, the last will
be first, and the first will be last."

The 26th Sunday of Ordinary Time
FIRST READING (Ez 18:25-28) SECOND READING (Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-5) GOSPEL (Mt 21:28-32)
JESUS said to the chief priests and elders of the people: "What is your opinion? A man had two sons. He came to
the first and said, 'Son, go out and work in the vineyard today.' He said in reply, 'I will not,' but afterwards changed
his mind and went. The man came to the other son and gave the same order. He said in reply, 'Yes, sir, but did not
go. Which of the two did his father's will?" They answered, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Amen, I say to you, tax
collectors and prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God before you. When John came to you in the way of
righteousness, you did not believe him; but tax collectors and prostitutes did. Yet even when you saw that, you did
not later change your minds and believe him."

The 27th Sunday of Ordinary Time
FIRST READING (Is 5:1-7) SECOND READING (Phil 4:6-9) GOSPEL (Mt 21:33-43)
JESUS said to the chief priests and the elders of the people: "Hear another parable. There was a landowner who
planted a vineyard, put a hedge around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a tower. Then he leased it to tenants and
went on a journey. When vintage time drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to obtain his produce. But
the tenants seized the servants and one they beat, another they killed, and a third they stoned. Again he sent
other servants, more numerous than the first ones, but they treated them in the same way. Finally, he sent his son
to them, thinking, 'They will respect my son.' But when the tenants saw the son, they said to one another, 'This is
the heir. Come, let us kill him and acquire his inheritance. They seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and
killed him. What will the owner of the vineyard do to those tenants when he comes?" They answered him, "He will
put those wretched men to a wretched death and lease his vineyard to other tenants who will give him the
produce at the proper times." Jesus said to them, "Did you never read in the Scriptures: The stone that the builders
rejected has become the cornerstone; by the Lord has this been done, and it is wonderful in our eyes? Therefore, I
say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that will produce its fruit."

The 28th Sunday of Ordinary Time
FIRST READING (Is 25:6-10a) SECOND READING (Phil 4:12-14, 19-20)
GOSPEL (Mt 22:1-14 or 22:1-10)
JESUS again in reply spoke to the chief priests and elders of the people in parables, saying, "The kingdom of heaven
may be likened to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son. He dispatched his servants to summon the invited
guests to the feast, but they refused to come. A second time he sent other servants, saying, 'Tell those invited:
"Behold, I have prepared my banquet, my calves and fattened cattle are killed, and everything is ready; come to
the feast."' Some ignored the invitation and went away, one to his farm, another to his business. The rest laid hold
of his servants, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged and sent his troops, destroyed those
murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, 'The feast is ready, but those who were invited were
not worthy to come. Go out, therefore, into the main roads and invite to the feast whomever you find.' The
servants went out into the streets and gathered all they found, bad and good alike, and the hall was filled with
guests.
[But when the king came in to meet the guests, he saw a man there not dressed in a wedding garment. The king
said to him, 'My friend, how is it that you came in here without a wedding garment?' But he was reduced to
silence. Then the king said to his attendants, 'Bind his hands and feet, and cast him into the darkness outside,
where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.' Many are invited, but few are chosen."]

The 29th Sunday of Ordinary Time
FIRST READING (Is 45:1, 4-6) SECOND READING (1 Thes 1:1-5b) GOSPEL (Mt 22:15-21)
THE Pharisees went off and plotted how they might entrap Jesus in speech. They sent their disciples to him, with
the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know that you are a truthful man and that you teach the way of God in
accordance with the truth. And you are not concerned with anyone's opinion, for you do not regard a person's
status. Tell us, then, what is your opinion: Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not?" Knowing their malice,
Jesus said, "Why are you testing me, you hypocrites? Show me the coin that pays the census tax." Then they
handed him the Roman coin. He said to them, "Whose image is this and whose inscription?" They replied,
"Caesar's." At that he said to them, "Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to
God."

The 30th Sunday of Ordinary Time
FIRST READING (Ex 22:20-26) SECOND READING (1 Thes 1:5c-10) GOSPEL (Mt 22:34-40)
WHEN the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of them, a
scholar of the law tested him by asking, "Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?" He said to him,
"You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the
greatest and the first commandment. The second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. The whole law
and the prophets depend on these two commandments."

The 31st Sunday of Ordinary Time
FIRST READING (Mal 1:14b-2:2b, 8-10) SECOND READING (1 Thes 2:7b-9, 13)
GOSPEL (Mt 23:1-12)
JESUS spoke to the crowds and to his disciples, saying, "The scribes and the Pharisees have taken their seat on the
chair of Moses. Therefore, do and observe all things whatsoever they tell you, but do not follow their example. For
they preach but they do not practice. They tie up heavy burdens hard to carry and lay them on people's shoulders,
but they will not lift a finger to move them. All their works are performed to be seen. They widen their phylacteries
and lengthen their tassels. They love places of honor at banquets, seats of honor in synagogues, greetings in
marketplaces, and the salutation 'Rabbi.' As for you, do not be called 'Rabbi.' You have but one teacher, and you
are all brothers. Call no one on earth your father; you have but one Father in heaven. Do not be called 'Master';
you have but one master, the Christ. The greatest among you must be your servant. Whoever exalts himself will be
humbled; but whoever humbles himself will be exalted."

The 32nd Sunday of Ordinary Time
FIRST READING (Wis 6:12-16) SECOND READING (1 Thes 4:13-18 or 4:13-14)
GOSPEL (Mt 25:1-13)
JESUS told his disciples this parable: "The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went
out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones, when taking their
lamps, brought no oil with them, but the wise brought flasks of oil with their lamps. Since the bridegroom was long
delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. At midnight, there was a cry, 'Behold, the bridegroom! Come out
to meet him!' Then all those virgins got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the wise, 'Give us
some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' But the wise ones replied, 'No, for there may not be enough for us
and you. Go instead to the merchants and buy some for yourselves.' While they went off to buy it, the bridegroom
came and those who were ready went into the wedding feast with him. Then the door was locked. Afterwards the
other virgins came and said, 'Lord, Lord, open the door for us!' But he said in reply, 'Amen, I say to you, I do not
know you.' Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour."

The 33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time
FIRST READING (Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31) SECOND READING (1 Thes 5:1-6)
GOSPEL (Mt 25:14-30 or 25:14-15, 19-21)
JESUS told his disciples this parable: "A man going on a journey called in his servants and entrusted his possessions
to them. To one he gave five talents; to another, two; to a third, one to each according to his ability. Then he went
away.
[Immediately the one who received five talents went and traded with them, and made another five. Likewise, the
one who received two made another two. But the man who received one went off and dug a hole in the ground
and buried his master's money.]
After a long time the master of those servants came back and settled accounts with them. The one who had
received five talents came forward bringing the additional five. He said, 'Master, you gave me five talents. See, I
have made five more.' His master said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant. Since you were faithful in
small matters, I will give you great responsibilities. Come, share your master's joy.'
[Then the one who had received two talents also came forward and said, 'Master, you gave me two talents. See, I
have made two more.' His master said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant. Since you were faithful in
small matters, I will give you great responsibilities. Come, share your master's joy.' Then the one who had received
the one talent came forward and said, 'Master, I knew you were a demanding person, harvesting where you did
not plant and gathering where you did not scatter; so out of fear I went off and buried your talent in the ground.
Here it is back.' His master said to him in reply, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I did
not plant and gather where I did not scatter? Should you not then have put my money in the bank so that I could
have got it back with interest on my return? Now then! Take the talent from him and give it to the one with ten.
For to everyone who has, more will be given and he will grow rich; but from the one who has not, even what he
has will be taken away. And throw this useless servant into the darkness outside, where there will be wailing and
grinding of teeth.'"]

The 34rd (or Last) Sunday of Ordinary Time: Christ the King
FIRST READING (Ez 34:11-12, 15-17) SECOND READING (1 Cor 15:20-26, 28)
GOSPEL (Mt 25:31-46)
JESUS said to his disciples: "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit upon
his glorious throne, and all the nations will be assembled before him. And he will separate them one from another,
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.
Then the king will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you
gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison
and you visited me.' Then the righteous will answer him and say, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you,
or thirsty and give you drink? When did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? When
did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?' And the king will say to them in reply, 'Amen, I say to you, whatever
you did for one of the least brothers of mine, you did for me.' Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from
me, you accursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no
food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, a stranger and you gave me no welcome, naked and you gave me no
clothing, ill and in prison, and you did not care for me.' Then they will answer and say, 'Lord, when did we see you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or ill or in prison, and not minister to your needs?' He will answer them,
'Amen, I say to you, what you did not do for one of these least ones, you did not do for me.' And these will go off
to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."

WINTER: CYCLE B
The 1st Sunday of Advent
FIRST READING (Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7) SECOND READING (1 Cor 1:3-9)
GOSPEL (Mk 13:33-37)
JESUS said to his disciples: “Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the time will come. It is like a man
traveling abroad. He leaves home and places his servants in charge, each with his own work, and orders the
gatekeeper to be on the watch. Watch, therefore; you do not know when the Lord of the house is coming, whether
in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning. May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping.
What I say to you, I say to all: ‘Watch!’”

The 2nd Sunday of Advent
FIRST READING (Is 40:1-5, 9-11) SECOND READING (2 Pt 3:8-14) GOSPEL (Mk 1:1-8)
THE beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God: As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: Behold, I am
sending my messenger ahead of you; he will prepare your way. A voice of one crying out in the desert: “Prepare
the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.” John the Baptist appeared in the desert proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. People of the whole Judean countryside and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem
were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River as they acknowledged their sins. John
was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist. He fed on locusts and wild honey. And this is what
he proclaimed: “One mightier than I is coming after me. I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his
sandals. I have baptized you with water; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

The Epiphany of The Lord
FIRST READING (Is 60:1-6) SECOND READING (Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6) GOSPEL (Mt 2:1-12)
WHEN Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod, behold, magi from the east arrived in
Jerusalem, saying, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him
homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was greatly troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. Assembling all the
chief priests and the scribes of the people, He inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. said to him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it has been written through the prophet: And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, since
from you shall come a ruler, Then Herod called the magi secretly and ascertained from them the time of the star’s
appearance. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search diligently for the child. When you have found
him, bring me word, that I too may go and do him homage.” After their audience with the king they set out. And
behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them, until it came and stopped over the place where the
child was. They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the house they saw the child with Mary his
mother. They prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed for
their country by another way. are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; who is to shepherd my people
Israel.”

The 2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time
FIRST READING (1 Sam 3:3b-10, 19) SECOND READING (1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20)
GOSPEL (Jn 1:35-42)
JOHN was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he said, “Behold, the Lamb of God.”
The two disciples heard what he said and followed Jesus. Jesus turned and saw them following him and said to
them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi”—which translated means Teacher—, “where are you
staying?” He said to them, “Come, and you will see.” So they went and saw where Jesus was staying, and they
stayed with him that day. It was about four in the afternoon. Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the
two who heard John and followed Jesus. He first found his own brother Simon and told him, “We have found the
Messiah”—which is translated Christ. Then he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon
the son of John; you will be called Cephas”—which is translated Peter.

The 3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time
FIRST READING (Jon 3:1-5, 10) SECOND READING (1 Cor 7:29-31) GOSPEL (Mk 1:14-20)
AFTER John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the Gospel of God: "This is the time of
fulfillment. The Kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the Gospel." As he passed by the Sea of Galilee,
he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting their nets into the sea; they were fishermen. Jesus said to them,
"Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men." Then they left their nets and followed him. He walked along a
little farther and saw James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They too were in a boat mending their nets.
Then he called them. So they left their father Zebedee in the boat along with the hired men and followed him.

The 4th Sunday of Ordinary Time
FIRST READING (Dt 18:15-20) SECOND READING (1 Cor 7:32-35) GOSPEL (Mk 1:21-28)
THEN they came to Capernaum, and on the sabbath Jesus entered the synagogue and taught. The people were
astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority and not as the scribes. In their synagogue
was a man with an unclean spirit; he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come
to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” Jesus rebuked him and said, “Quiet! Come out of him!”
The unclean spirit convulsed him and with a loud cry came out of him. All were amazed and asked one another,
“What is this? A new teaching with authority. He commands even the unclean spirits and they obey him.” His fame
spread everywhere throughout the whole region of Galilee.

The 5th Sunday of Ordinary Time
FIRST READING (Job 7:1-4, 6-7) SECOND READING (1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23) GOSPEL (Mk 1:29-39)
ON leaving the synagogue Jesus entered the house of Simon and Andrew with James and John. Simon’s mother-inlaw lay sick with a fever. They immediately told him about her. He approached, grasped her hand, and helped her
up. Then the fever left her and she waited on them. When it was evening, after sunset, they brought to him all
who were ill or possessed by demons. The whole town was gathered at the door. He cured many who were sick
with various diseases, and he drove out many demons, not permitting them to speak because they knew him.
Rising very early before dawn, he left and went off to a deserted place, where he prayed. Simon and those who
were with him pursued him and on finding him said, “Everyone is looking for you.” He told them, “Let us go on to
the nearby villages that I may preach there also. For this purpose have I come.” So he went into their synagogues,
preaching and driving out demons throughout the whole of Galilee.

The 6th Sunday of Ordinary Time
FIRST READING (Lev 13:1-2, 44-46) SECOND READING (1 Cor 10:31-11:1) GOSPEL (Mk 1:40-45)
A LEPER came to Jesus and kneeling down begged him and said, “If you wish, you can make me clean.” Moved with
pity, he stretched out his hand, touched him, and said to him, “I do will it. Be made clean.” The leprosy left him
immediately, and he was made clean. Then, warning the him sternly, he dismissed him at once. He said to him,
“See that you tell no one anything, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing what Moses
prescribed; that will be proof for them.” The man went away and began to publicize the whole matter. He spread
the report abroad so that it was impossible for Jesus to enter a town openly. He remained outside in deserted
places, and people kept coming to him from everywhere.

The 7th Sunday of Ordinary Time
FIRST READING (Is 43:18-19, 21-22, 24b-25) SECOND READING (2 Cor 1:18-22)
GOSPEL (Mk 2:1-12)
WHEN Jesus returned to Capernaum after some days, it became known that he was at home. Many gathered
together so that there was no longer room for them, not even around the door, and he preached the word to
them. They came bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men. Unable to get near Jesus because of the crowd,
they opened up the roof above him. After they had broken through, they let down the mat on which the paralytic
was lying. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Child, your sins are forgiven.” Now some of the
scribes were sitting there asking themselves, “Why does this man speak that way? He is blaspheming. Who but
God alone can forgive sins?” Jesus immediately knew in his mind what they were thinking to themselves, so he
said, “Why are you thinking such things in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, pick up your mat and walk?’ But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority to
forgive sins on earth”—he said to the paralytic, “I say to you, rise, pick up your mat, and go home.” He rose, picked
up his mat at once, and went away in the sight of everyone. They were all astounded and glorified God, saying,
“We have never seen anything like this.”

The 8th Sunday of Ordinary Time
FIRST READING (Hos 2:16b, 17b, 21-22) SECOND READING (2 Cor 3:1b-6) GOSPEL (Mk 2:18-22)
THE disciples of John and of the Pharisees were accustomed to fast. People came to him and objected, “Why do
the disciples of John and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?” Jesus answered them,
“Can the wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with them? As long as they have the bridegroom with them
they cannot fast. But the days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast on
that day. No one sews a piece of unshrunken cloth on an old cloak. If he does, its fullness pulls away, the new from
the old, and the tear gets worse. Likewise, no one pours new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the wine will
burst the skins, and both the wine and the skins are ruined. Rather, new wine is poured into fresh wineskins.”

The 9th Sunday of Ordinary Time
FIRST READING (Dt 5:12-15) SECOND READING (2 Cor 4:6-11)
GOSPEL (Mk 2:23-3:6 or 2:23-28)
AS Jesus was passing through a field of grain on the sabbath, his disciples began to make a path while picking the
heads of grain. At this the Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing what is unlawful on the sabbath?” He
said to them, “Have you never read what David did when he was in need and he and his companions were hungry?
How he went into the house of God when Abiathar was high priest and ate the bread of offering that only the
priests could lawfully eat, and shared it with his companions?” Then he said to them, “The sabbath was made for
man, not man for the sabbath. That is why the Son of Man is lord even of the sabbath.”
[Again he entered the synagogue. There was a man there who had a withered hand. They watched him closely to
see if he would cure him on the sabbath so that they might accuse him. He said to the man with the withered
hand, “Come up here before us.” Then he said to them, “Is it lawful to do good on the sabbath rather than to do
evil, to save life rather than to destroy it?” But they remained silent. Looking around at them with anger and
grieved at their hardness of heart, he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out and his hand
was restored. The Pharisees went out and immediately took counsel with the Herodians against him to put him to
death.]

The 10th Sunday of Ordinary Time
FIRST READING (Gn 3:9-15) SECOND READING (2 Cor 4:13-5:1) GOSPEL (Mk 3:20-35)
JESUS came home with his disciples. Again the crowd gathered, making it impossible for them even to eat. When
his relatives heard of this they set out to seize him, for they said, “He is out of his mind.” The scribes who had
come from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “By the prince of demons he drives out demons.”
Summoning them, he began to speak to them in parables, “How can Satan drive out Satan? If a kingdom is divided
against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to
stand. And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand; that is the end of him. But no one
can enter a strong man’s house to plunder his property unless he first ties up the strong man. Then he can plunder
the house. Amen, I say to you, all sins and all blasphemies that people utter will be forgiven them. But whoever
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an everlasting sin.” For they had
said, “He has an unclean spirit.” His mother and his brothers arrived. Standing outside they sent word to him and
called him. A crowd seated around him told him, “Your mother and your brothers and your sisters are outside
asking for you.” But he said to them in reply, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” And looking around at those
seated in the circle he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers. For whoever does the will of God is my brother
and sister and mother.”

SPRING: CYCLE B
The 1st Sunday of Lent
FIRST READING (Gn 9:8-15) SECOND READING (1 Pt 3:18-22) GOSPEL (Mk 1:12-15)
THE Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert, and he remained in the desert for forty days, tempted by Satan. He was
among wild beasts, and the angels ministered to him. After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee
proclaiming the gospel of God: “This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe
in the gospel.”

The 2nd Sunday of Lent
FIRST READING (Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18) SECOND READING (Rom 8:31b-34)
GOSPEL (Mk 9:2-10)
JESUS took Peter, James, and John and led them up a high mountain apart by themselves. And he was transfigured
before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no fuller on earth could bleach them. Then Elijah
appeared to them along with Moses, and they were conversing with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus in reply,
“Rabbi, it is good that we are here! Let us make three tents: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He
hardly knew what to say, they were so terrified. Then a cloud came, casting a shadow over them; from the cloud
came a voice, “This is my beloved Son. Listen to him.” Suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone but
Jesus alone with them. As they were coming down from the mountain, he charged them not to relate what they
had seen to anyone, except when the Son of Man had risen from the dead. So they kept the matter to themselves,
questioning what rising from the dead meant.

The 3rd Sunday of Lent
FIRST READING (Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17) SECOND READING (1 Cor 1:22-25)
GOSPEL (Jn 2:13-25)
SINCE the Passover of the Jews was near, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. He found in the temple area those who sold
oxen, sheep, and doves, as well as the money changers seated there. He made a whip out of cords and drove them
all out of the temple area, with the sheep and oxen, and spilled the coins of the money changers and overturned
their tables, and to those who sold doves he said, “Take these out of here, and stop making my Father’s house a
marketplace.” His disciples recalled the words of Scripture, Zeal for your house will consume me. At this the Jews
answered and said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy
this temple and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews said, “This temple has been under construction for fortysix years, and you will raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking about the temple of his body. Therefore,
when he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they came to believe the
Scripture and the word Jesus had spoken. While he was in Jerusalem for the feast of Passover, many began to
believe in his name when they saw the signs he was doing. But Jesus would not trust himself to them because he
knew them all, and did not need anyone to testify about human nature. He himself understood it well.

The 4th Sunday of Lent
FIRST READING (2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23) SECOND READING (Eph 2:4-10) GOSPEL (Jn 3:14-21)
JESUS said to Nicodemus: “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son
into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him
will not be condemned, but whoever does not believe has already been condemned, because he has not believed
in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the verdict, that the light came into the world, but people preferred
darkness to light, because their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not
come toward the light, so that his works might not be exposed. But whoever lives the truth comes to the light, so
that his works may be clearly seen as done in God.

The 5th Sunday of Lent
FIRST READING (Jer 31:31-34) SECOND READING (Heb 5:7-9) GOSPEL (Jn 12:20-33)
SOME Greeks who had come to worship at the Passover Feast came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee,
and asked him, “Sir, we would like to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and
told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Amen, amen, I say to you,
unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much
fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will preserve it for eternal life.
Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there also will my servant be. The Father will honor whoever
serves me. “I am troubled now. Yet what should I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But it was for this purpose
that I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it and will
glorify it again.” The crowd there heard it and said it was thunder; but others said, “An angel has spoken to him.”
Jesus answered and said, “This voice did not come for my sake but for yours. Now is the time of judgment on this
world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone
to myself.” He said this indicating the kind of death he would die.

Palm (Passion) Sunday
GOSPEL AT PROCESSION WITH PALMS (Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16) FIRST READING (Is 50:4-7)
SECOND READING (Phil 2:6-11) GOSPEL (Mk 14:1-15:47 or 15:1-39)
THE PALM PROCESSION GOSPEL (MARK)
WHEN Jesus and his disciples drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, he sent
two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and immediately on entering it, you will
find a colt tethered on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone should say to you, ‘Why are
you doing this?’ reply, ‘The Master has need of it and will send it back here at once.’” So they went off and found a
colt tethered at a gate outside on the street, and they untied it. Some of the bystanders said to them, “What are
you doing, untying the colt?” They answered them just as Jesus had told them to, and they permitted them to do
it. So they brought the colt to Jesus and put their cloaks over it. And he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks
on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. Those preceding him as well as
those following kept crying out: “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the
kingdom of our father David that is to come! Hosanna in the highest!”

THE PALM PROCESSION GOSPEL (JOHN)
WHEN the great crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, they took palm
branches and went out to meet him, and cried out: “Hosanna!“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
the king of Israel.” Jesus found an ass and sat upon it, as is written: Fear no more, O daughter Zion; see, your king
comes, seated upon an ass’s colt. His disciples did not understand this at first, but when Jesus had been glorified
they remembered that these things were written about him and that they had done this for him.
THE PASSION GOSPEL
[ THE Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were to take place in two days time. So the chief priests and the
scribes were seeking a way to arrest him by treachery and put him to death. They said, "Not during the festival, for
fear that there may be a riot among the people." When he was in Bethany reclining at table in the house of Simon
the leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of perfumed oil, costly genuine spikenard. She broke the alabaster
jar and poured it on his head. There were some who were indignant. "Why has there been this waste of perfumed
oil? It could have been sold for more than three hundred days wages and the money given to the poor." They were
infuriated with her. Jesus said, "Let her alone. Why do you make trouble for her? She has done a good thing for
me. The poor you will always have with you, and whenever you wish you can do good to them, but you will not
always have me. She has done what she could. She has anticipated anointing my body for burial. Amen, I say to
you, wherever the gospel is proclaimed to the whole world, what she has done will be told in memory of her."
Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went off to the chief priests to hand him over to them. When they heard
him they were pleased and promised to pay him money. Then he looked for an opportunity to hand him over. On
the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the Passover lamb, his disciples said to him,
"Where do you want us to go and prepare for you to eat the Passover?" He sent two of his disciples and said to
them, "Go into the city and a man will meet you, carrying a jar of water. Follow him. Wherever he enters, say to
the master of the house, 'The Teacher says, Where is my guest room where I may eat the Passover with my
disciples?' Then he will show you a large upper room furnished and ready. Make the preparations for us there."
The disciples then went off, entered the city, and found it just as he had told them; and they prepared the
Passover. When it was evening, he came with the Twelve. And as they reclined at table and were eating, Jesus said,
"Amen, I say to you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me." They began to be distressed and to say
to him, one by one, "Surely it is not I?" He said to them, "One of the Twelve, the one who dips with me into the
dish. For the Son of Man indeed goes, as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is
betrayed. It would be better for that man if he had never been born." While they were eating, he took bread, said
the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, and said, "Take it; this is my body." Then he took a cup, gave thanks,
and gave it to them, and they all drank from it. He said to them, "This is my blood of the covenant, which will be
shed for many. Amen, I say to you, I shall not drink again the fruit of the vine until the day when I drink it new in
the kingdom of God." Then, after singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus said to them,
"All of you will have your faith shaken, for it is written: I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be dispersed.
But after I have been raised up, I shall go before you to Galilee." Peter said to him, "Even though all should have
their faith shaken, mine will not be." Then Jesus said to him, "Amen, I say to you, this very night before the cock
crows twice you will deny me three times." But he vehemently replied, "Even though I should have to die with you,
I will not deny you." And they all spoke similarly. Then they came to a place named Gethsemane, and he said to his
disciples, "Sit here while I pray." He took with him Peter, James, and John, and began to be troubled and
distressed. Then he said to them,"My soul is sorrowful even to death. Remain here and keep watch." He advanced
a little and fell to the ground and prayed that if it were possible the hour might pass by him; he said, "Abba, Father,
all things are possible to you. Take this cup away from me, but not what I will but what you will." When he
returned he found them asleep. He said to Peter, "Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep watch for one hour?
Watch and pray that you may not undergo the test. The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak." Withdrawing again,
he prayed, saying the same thing. Then he returned once more and found them asleep, for they could not keep
their eyes open and did not know what to answer him. He returned a third time and said to them, "Are you still
sleeping and taking your rest? It is enough. The hour has come. Behold, the Son of Man is to be handed over to
sinners. Get up, let us go. See, my betrayer is at hand." Then, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve,
arrived, accompanied by a crowd with swords and clubs who had come from the chief priests, the scribes, and the
elders. His betrayer had arranged a signal with them, saying, "The man I shall kiss is the one; arrest him and lead

him away securely." He came and immediately went over to him and said, "Rabbi." And he kissed him. At this they
laid hands on him and arrested him. One of the bystanders drew his sword, struck the high priests servant, and cut
off his ear. Jesus said to them in reply, "Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs, to seize
me? Day after day I was with you teaching in the temple area, yet you did not arrest me; but that the Scriptures
may be fulfilled." And they all left him and fled. Now a young man followed him wearing nothing but a linen cloth
about his body. They seized him, but he left the cloth behind and ran off naked. They led Jesus away to the high
priest, and all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes came together. Peter followed him at a distance into
the high priests courtyard and was seated with the guards, warming himself at the fire. The chief priests and the
entire Sanhedrin kept trying to obtain testimony against Jesus in order to put him to death, but they found none.
Many gave false witness against him, but their testimony did not agree. Some took the stand and testified falsely
against him, alleging, "We heard him say, I will destroy this temple made with hands and within three days I will
build another not made with hands." Even so their testimony did not agree. The high priest rose before the
assembly and questioned Jesus, saying, "Have you no answer? What are these men testifying against you?" But he
was silent and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked him and said to him, "Are you the Christ, the son of
the Blessed One?" Then Jesus answered, "I am; and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the
Power and coming with the clouds of heaven." At that the high priest tore his garments and said, "What further
need have we of witnesses? You have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?" They all condemned him as
deserving to die. Some began to spit on him. They blindfolded him and struck him and said to him, "Prophesy!"
And the guards greeted him with blows. While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the high priests maids
came along. Seeing Peter warming himself, she looked intently at him and said, "You too were with the Nazarene,
Jesus." But he denied it saying, "I neither know nor understand what you are talking about." So he went out into
the outer court. Then the cock crowed. The maid saw him and began again to say to the bystanders, "This man is
one of them." Once again he denied it. A little later the bystanders said to Peter once more, "Surely you are one of
them; for you too are a Galilean." He began to curse and to swear, "I do not know this man about whom you are
talking." And immediately a cock crowed a second time. Then Peter remembered the word that Jesus had said to
him, "Before the cock crows twice you will deny me three times." He broke down and wept. ]
As soon as morning came, the chief priests with the elders and the scribes, that is, the whole Sanhedrin held a
council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. Pilate questioned him, "Are you the king
of the Jews?" He said to him in reply, "You say so." The chief priests accused him of many things. Again Pilate
questioned him, "Have you no answer? See how many things they accuse you of." Jesus gave him no further
answer, so that Pilate was amazed. Now on the occasion of the feast he used to release to them one prisoner
whom they requested. A man called Barabbas was then in prison along with the rebels who had committed
murder in a rebellion. The crowd came forward and began to ask him to do for them as he was accustomed. Pilate
answered, "Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?" For he knew that it was out of envy that the
chief priests had handed him over. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for
them instead. Pilate again said to them in reply, "Then what do you want me to do with the man you call the king
of the Jews?" They shouted again, "Crucify him." Pilate said to them, "Why? What evil has he done?" They only
shouted the louder, "Crucify him." So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas to them and, after he
had Jesus scourged, handed him over to be crucified. The soldiers led him away inside the palace, that is, the
praetorium, and assembled the whole cohort. They clothed him in purple and, weaving a crown of thorns, placed it
on him. They began to salute him with, "Hail, King of the Jews!" and kept striking his head with a reed and spitting
upon him. They knelt before him in homage. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the purple
cloak, dressed him in his own clothes, and led him out to crucify him. They pressed into service a passer-by, Simon,
a Cyrenian, who was coming in from the country, the father of Alexander and Unus, to carry his cross. They
brought him to the place of Golgotha —which is translated Place of the Skull—. They gave him wine drugged with
myrrh, but he did not take it. Then they crucified him and divided his garments by casting lots for them to see what
each should take. It was nine o'clock in the morning when they crucified him. The inscription of the charge against
him read, "The King of the Jews". With him they crucified two revolutionaries, one on his right and one on his left.
Those passing by reviled him, shaking their heads and saying, "Aha! You who would destroy the temple and rebuild
it in three days, save yourself by coming down from the cross." Likewise the chief priests, with the scribes, mocked
him among themselves and said, "He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come

down now from the cross that we may see and believe." Those who were crucified with him also kept abusing him.
At noon darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And at three o’clock Jesus cried out in a
loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?" which is translated, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"
Some of the bystanders who heard it said, "Look, he is calling Elijah." One of them ran, soaked a sponge with wine,
put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink saying, "Wait, let us see if Elijah comes to take him down."
Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last.
-

Here all kneel and pause for a short time.

-

The veil of the sanctuary was torn in two from top to bottom. When the centurion who stood facing him saw how
he breathed his last he said, "Truly this man was the Son of God!" There were also women looking on from a
distance. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of the younger James and of Joses, and Salome.
These women had followed him when he was in Galilee and ministered to him. There were also many other
women who had come up with him to Jerusalem.
[ When it was already evening, since it was the day of preparation, the day before the sabbath, Joseph of
Arimathea, a distinguished member of the council, who was himself awaiting the kingdom of God, came and
courageously went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Pilate was amazed that he was already dead. He
summoned the centurion and asked him if Jesus had already died. And when he learned of it from the centurion,
he gave the body to Joseph. Having bought a linen cloth, he took him down, wrapped him in the linen cloth, and
laid him in a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. Then he rolled a stone against the entrance to the tomb.
Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses watched where he was laid. ]

EASTER: CYCLE B
The 3rd Sunday of Easter
FIRST READING (Acts 3:13-15, 17-19) SECOND READING (1 Jn 2:1-5a) GOSPEL (Lk 24:35-48)
THE two disciples recounted what had taken place on the way, and how Jesus was made known to them in the
breaking of bread. While they were still speaking about this, he stood in their midst and said to them, "Peace be
with you." But they were startled and terrified and thought that they were seeing a ghost. Then he said to them,
"Why are you troubled? And why do questions arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet, that it is I
myself. Touch me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you can see I have." And as he said
this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While they were still incredulous for joy and were amazed, he asked
them, "Have you anything here to eat?" They gave him a piece of baked fish; he took it and ate it in front of them.
He said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about
me in the law of Moses and in the prophets and psalms must be fulfilled." Then he opened their minds to
understand the Scriptures. And he said to them, "Thus it is written that the Christ would suffer and rise from the
dead on the third day and that repentance, for the forgiveness of sins, would be preached in his name to all the
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things."

The 4th Sunday of Easter
FIRST READING (Acts 4:8-12) SECOND READING (1 Jn 3:1-2) GOSPEL (Jn 10:11-18)
JESUS said: “I am the good shepherd. A good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. A hired man, who is not a
shepherd and whose sheep are not his own, sees a wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away, and the wolf
catches and scatters them. This is because he works for pay and has no concern for the sheep. I am the good
shepherd, and I know mine and mine know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I will lay
down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. These also I must lead, and they will
hear my voice, and there will be one flock, one shepherd. This is why the Father loves me, because I lay down my
life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down on my own. I have power to lay it down,
and power to take it up again. This command I have received from my Father.”

The 5th Sunday of Easter
FIRST READING (Acts 9:26-31) SECOND READING (1 Jn 3:18-24) GOSPEL (Jn 15:1-8)
JESUS said to his disciples: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. He takes away every branch in me
that does not bear fruit, and every one that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit. You are already pruned
because of the word that I spoke to you. Remain in me, as I remain in you. Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its
own unless it remains on the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in me. I am the vine, you are the branches.
Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, because without me you can do nothing. Anyone who
does not remain in me will be thrown out like a branch and wither; people will gather them and throw them into a
fire and they will be burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask for whatever you want and it
will be done for you. By this is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”

